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The Role of Technology in English language Education

Fatiha Abdelwahed Shaeer
Abstract

Technology, especially e-learning technology, is being increasingly employed in
instruction to enhance teaching and learning. This paper is a preliminary discussion of
the advantages of use technology in language instruction. Understanding the benefits
of technology integration is a crucial step in integrating technology into education
successfully. Lack of this knowledge may significantly impede stakeholders and
educational centers from meeting the challenges of introducing and supporting the
extensive use of technology by teachers in the classroom.

Introduction

A variety of e-learning technologies are available for use in educational programs. In
many parts of the world, education ministries and universities have invested much
effort into increasing the use of the web in all its forms (for example, e-books,
simulations, text messaging, podcasting. wikis, and blogs) to meet the demands of
competitive markets and to bring a variety of learning choices to their learners. It has
been reported that the advent of new technology has a positive influence on both
learners and teachers (Mansor 2001). Researchers (Friggard 2002; Miner 2004;
Timucin 2006) have demonstrated that technology boosts the development of teaching
methods as well as students’ knowledge. Lam and Lawrence (2002) claim that
technology provides learners with regulation of their own learning process and easy
access to information the teacher may not be able to provide. The potentially positive
side of incorporating technology has encouraged foreign language educators to apply
its advantages to enhance pedagogical practices.

Definition of Technology and Technology Integration
Technology has been defined by different researchers. it is the

practical use of knowledge particularly in a specific area and is a way of doing a task
especially using technical processes, methods, or knowledge. The usage of technology
includes not only machines (computer hardware) and instruments, but also involves
structured relations with other humans, machines, and the environment .

technology integration is defined in terms of how teachers use technology to perform
familiar activities more effectively and how this usage can reshape these activities.

defined technology integration as the use of technology to improve the educational
environment.

It supports the classroom teaching through creating opportunities for learners to
complete assignments on the computer rather than the normal pencil and paper.

11
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Results

Several studies have documented the results of technology for language learning.
These studies cover different aspects of learning as discussed in the following sections.
Engagement some researchers maintain that one of the benefits of technology use is an
increase in student motivation, as fun and games are being brought into the classroom.
This fun factor is a key benefit in a language.

Moreover, the novelty of the new technologies or learners’ experience of those
technologies in the classroom can enhance learners’ engagement and motivation in
fulfilling tasks.

Improvement in Academic Ability Journal of Education and Practice In addition,
technology appears to improve language learners’ academic ability. Lee (2001)
believes that Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) can do just this. This
improvement is probably achieved by changing students’ learning attitudes and
boosting their self-confidence. Along this line, Galavis (1998) and Dunken (1990)
assert that the use of technology enhances learners’ language proficiency and their
overall academic skills.

A Paradigm Shift in Teaching and Learning The advent of technology and development
in the field of education has accelerated a shift from teacher-centered to learner-
centered approaches in language learning and teaching. To meet the needs of digitally
grown-up learners, teachers need to adopt a different role. They need to be facilitators,
rather than the traditional bench-bound instructors, and they need to support and guide
students’ learning . Learning technologies support this important shift for the benefit
of the learner.

An Assessment Shift Incorporation of technology in the classroom enables learners to
assess their own work in a more meaningful way, become better aware of the quality
of their work and accept feedback more willingly. Moreover, it gives them a chance to
undertake a more self-monitoring role, which leads to a higher chance of fulfilling tasks
successfully. Teachers can also assess students’ knowledge more accurately and
objectively. The overall assessment shift from teacher to self and peer evaluation
contributes to the development of student autonomy which is emphasized in learning
in the 21st century.

Collaborative Learning Enhancement Another benefit of technology use is the
encouragement of collaboration and communication in learning activities. new
technology enables students to collect information and interact with resources, such as
images and videos .the Internet can serve not only as a reference source but also as a
means of communication. It is argued that technology enables the user to get connected
to the world outside of the classroom and hence produce high-quality work, knowing
that their work will be viewed by a large audience. In addition, learners can get in touch
with their peers from other schools, experts in the field and members of interest groups.
Lowering Learning Anxiety Level Another advantage of technology is its potential for
lowering anxiety among learners. In an exploration of EFL teachers' perceptions of
CALL, Ozerol (2009) selected 60 language teachers, from various schools. These
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teachers commonly agreed that technology lowered students' language learning anxiety
whilst giving them more opportunity to communicate. Consistent with such findings is
Braul’s (2006) study that showed that using computers in language classrooms brought
variety into the classroom atmosphere, developed learners’ particular language skills
and increased learner autonomy.

Conclusion

In this paper, the research reviewed some important issues pertinent to the use of
technology in language learning. The literature review indicated that technology
resources cannot guarantee teachers’ teaching and learners’ learning. Teachers should
be convinced of the usefulness and advantages of technology in improving learners’
learning. This means that teachers need support and training for integrating technology
into language teaching. The review revealed that when technology is used
appropriately, it can bring about a lot of advantages to teachers and learners.

It is a resource that can be used by learners because it helps them solve their learning
problems and find methods to use what they have learnt in ways that are effective and
meaningful. In addition, the review literature indicated that the use of technologies
plays a key role in language learning based on their own pace, helps in self-
understanding, does not stop interaction with the teacher, and creates high motivation
in learners for the effective learning of language skills. Furthermore, the paper
represented that learners should use technology to enhance their language skills
because it has as a crucial role in developing learners’ creativity and provides them

with interesting, enjoyable, and exciting alternatives to study the language.
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